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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Release of Reservists Involuntarily Recalled to Active Duty 

invoiuiar^^^^ ?a ^asin f £ «"?«, 

«.-ir "I*"?? ** ***! Beekln « to achieve, and achieve quickly, is a 
£X £fJ n8 ;7 , V Ur ""^gP establishment to respond ^omptL 
S arS r r Priat ? f° rCe8 ' an3 " ln «*»«ate strength, to any kind 
maint^n ^T^ aggre88lon «^here in the ^rid, and to 
maintain that posture until we can see more clearly what lies 
ahead. Because we cannot foresee with certainty hJw^vents may 

be pe™ent!' re ^ lnCrea8es w ^^ propose will necessarily 

to th^i^^^ J8t»sr- Md bud « et 

relatef to^lS J! iT* *!*?■ C6rtaln 8peclal -asures directly 
. -" requirements over the long term." global 



tionJ^! COn J lDoed that the rapid build-up in our conven- 
tional forces made possible by the call-up of the rMernJrLi 

on the reserve forces for augmentation only when armed coSlLS 
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is Imminent. Those reserve units vhlch are subject to call for 
i^o! ¥B J/ rl8e8 -»M8t be brought to a much higher level of 

SSEjf 68 ? ^! *** giV6n flr8t Cal1 ° n <ai of the resources 
available to the reserve components." 

The release of the reservists late this summer is consistent vn-h fh« 

zrzi^iL,^ ^^ ° f these — i S ta r couid s Lpf ofStS: 

duty through September, it is deemed advisable to release them becinnin* 
in August in order to give them some time to make the necessary pfrs^naf 
adjustments before the beginning of the next school year. P ersonaJ - 

Plan B ^ e SJL r liS B «2 1 J DOt CaUSe *"* i^rtant dislocations in our 
57??* , ? ^ Aray diriBiODB which bad been engaged in training actlv- 
divi^ f^*" n ° V fUlly COmbat ready « ™ e *» ™ regular Lmy 
tLltnlTr f i Te < HCh COmbat ready 8tatus by ***• ■»■«. D*tw 
o? lw Guard divisions will return to reserve status with a higTlevel 
of combat readiness, as will a large number of other Army Reserve and 
SS^^S Tit f^' ^ ^ ReS6rVe ™^(^ ^royer- 
ho^s) remoM?i^f *** v^ 0ns) ^ taTe « ^ediaie (twenty-four 
nours; immobilization capability at full operational effectiveness for 

case 6 " 'the^ £*' *"? ^ ^ """^ *° -er^sta^s?"^ 
dn?J Sfth ^ *' * large P° rtlon °* the aircraft recalled to active 

duty with the reserve units will be retained in the active forces after 
the personnel return to reserve status. " r 

St^P^^L^ 1 A Y m ^ S68e f ve component units to be released are in the United 

llion' w S S?Il C ^ bat 8tre ? gth iD Eur ° Pe Win not be *«ecte4 b/tSe 
action. We believe that no reduction should be made in Armv combat unit « 

tnJSl?* If l0ng SS the CUrrent Crlsls * ersl8ts ' Hbie^STn may \T 
reduction 2T5 & """^ 8 f reenin « ° f 8 ^rt forces, to effect some 

Si ^^KST^S; Slfo-are^ SSft Sffi 
a^lho'rt ^ioToTt 1 ^.* ^^ addltl0nal ^ * --^S 

oT^:™ 

L^ :«/^e X d S S.-qSETT n f o°w L^nat 1963 ' 
4 F-100D squadrons from the Strike Command to Europe to cover the 
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foTtM* ^ «<»8jnlWition period ( July-fall 19&). The requirement 
f^nf fv,? P i 0yment CSn bS finaU y stemmed In June 1962. In any 
rehired "* ^^ ""^ ±n Bur ^ e n ° l0n « er tha * i- -«-Sy 

t.^r ?T n ^u 61 " ^ h6Se ad J ust »ents have been completed, our over-all mill 



Army Strength 

Navy Strength 

Air Force Strength 

Marine Corps Strength 

Army Strength USAREUR 

Army Combat Ready Divisions 

Total Actiye Fleet 

Attack Nuclear Submarines 

POIARIS Submarines 

Amphibious Ships 

AF Fighter Squadrons 

AF Strategic Missile Squadrons 

AF Fighter Squadrons in Europe 





Reservists 


30 Sep 62 




to be 


After Release 


30 June 1961 


Released 

110,000 


of Reserves 


857,900 


960,000 


627,100 


8,000 


66k, kOO 


820,500 
176,900 


27,000 


866,300 
190,000 


232,000 




274,000* 


11 




16 


819 




863 
18 


5 
110 




9 

130 


55 




69 


5 

22 




17 
32 



Army 



a. Accelerated procurement and delivery by end Fr 63 of: 

(1) New M-lk rifles, M-60 machine guns, 90 mm M-67 
recoilless rifles, and grenade launchers to meet 

lull active Army requirements. 

(2) ^« e rfn? rOPelle ? 105 ■ nd 155 - *"•"««. and M-60 
tanks (105 mm gun) to meet UBAREUR requirements. 

(3) ^^^tweight M-113 armored personnel carriers to 
equip UBAREUR, USARPAC, and one STRAC division; 

h ' USS^SE. 1 " Europe equlpfflent for two ,1,v,n,on9 - d *■■ 



* Subject to possible reduction through careful screening of 



support forces. 
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Navy 

a * S£!!!i£ e ? the neet wlth new 8hl P a ( tl »e carriers ENTERPRISE. 
SS^SS? 01 ' "* ^^ Mm} the °uclear-povered cruiser 
UMO BEACH; the amphibious assault ship OKINAWA.) . Also 52 
rehabilitated ships will have been returned to the active 
„* durln « the P eriod 30 June 1961 to 30 September 1962. 
32 of these ships are destroyers all of which possess an 
increased antisubmarine warfare (ASW) capability. 

b. Accelerated aircraft procurement and delivery will have 
provided modernization of 19 aircraft squadrons by 
30 Beptember 1962. J 



a. The Portion of the SAC bomber force on 15-mlnute ground 
alert has been increased from 33* to 50* (including a 
small number of bombers continuously airborne in the 
airborne alert training program). 

b. 6 new F-105 tactical fighter squadrons will be operational 
in Europe and k in the United States by 1 June 1962. Each 
F-105D squadron can deliver approximately twice as much 
ordnance as an F-100 squadron in an air-to-ground role. 

C ' oT^f ^^"f^ ■"* dellver y <* non-nuclear ordnance 
combat pow^r. ^ a PPreciably increased tactical 

As a result of the above accomplishments, I believe that we are now 
do ^ B J tl0n t0 rel6 ^ e the Re8er * 8t * *" August 1962 We sho^rhowever 

^.tom^t increa8ed ■""-* — e EMrsr* 

I therefore recommend that you: 

a. Approve the release in August 1962 of involuntarily 
recalled Reservists, specifically: 

Army — 110,000 personnel] 1*00 combat, technical and 
administrative units. 

Navy - 8 000 personnel partially manning 13 destroyers, 
2( destroyer escorts j and fully manning 18 land- 
based aircraft squadrons. 
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Air Force — 27,000 personnel manning 11 troop carrier 
squadrons, 21 tactical fighter and k reconnais- 
sance squadrons, 8 weather flights, and 1 
tactical control group. 

b. Announce your decision promptly. (A draft of a possible 
statement to the press is attached.) 



Secretary Rusk concurs. 



/fids-, mx V^ 



Inclosure 
Draft Statement 
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